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Holy Eucharist

SUNDAY

Rite I: 7:30 a.m.
Rite II: 10:30 a.m.

TUESDAY

10:00 a.m. (Nave) 

WEDNESDAY

6:00 p.m. (chapel)

Inside   

Back to School Bash

Blessing of the 
Backpacks

Book Review

Welcome Home 
Sunday

We’re in the green season! I don’t know about you but my backyard stayed 
pretty green for a while. Now, this scorching heat has completely taken over, 
and it’s looking more brown than green. The sun’s aggression this summer 
admittedly throws off the symbolism a little, but we know that a balanced 
amount of sunlight and water produces growth. It’s makes plant life nice and 
green—full of life—just like in our spiritual lives.

Spiritually, you need that sunlight, that presence of God in your life; and you 
also need to be watered with the knowledge of God’s word. That’s why I’m 
encouraged when I see folks attending a theological book study, or a VBS, or a 
woman’s bible study, or a confirmation class, or a Zoom bible study. These, and 
others like it, are ways for us to pursue that goal of coming to a fuller knowledge 
of God’s word.

One ritual left off that list is something we do each Tuesday morning (10:30am) 
in the Commons. We take the four passages of Scripture that will be read in 
worship the coming Sunday, and we do a lectionary study of those passages. 
We are like investigators, trying to discover the through-line that connects these 
various passages together. What is the story the lectionary is trying to tell us?

Some would say this is impossible. The Bible is made up of different genres, to 
say nothing of the different human authors and time periods, and this makes for 
a Biblos (“Bible”) that is supremely disconnected. While it’s true that the Bible 
has a disconnective quality to it, what’s also true is that the nature of the text is a 
word (a communication) that has come from God himself. And God is not 
disconnected. He is both difference (person) and unity (substance). So it 
shouldn’t be a surprise that his Word would be both difference and unity.

Reading Scripture in light of our creedal faith means that we can discover 
common themes and teachings. That’s what our lectionary does for us. It brings 
together different passages so a unified story can be told. And our bible study 
on Tuesdays is where we together try to find it. Join us!   

Reading the Bible
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THE LESSONS

Lectionary Year C

AUGUST 7
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
Isaiah 1:1, 10-20
Psalm 50:1-8, 23-24
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16
Luke 12:32-40

AUGUST 14
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Isaiah 5:1-7
Psalm 80:1-2, 8-18
Hebrews 11:29-12:2
Luke 12:49-56

AUGUST 21
Eleventh Sunday after 
Pentecost 
Jeremiah 1:4-10
Psalm 71:1-6
Hebrews 12:18-29
Luke 13:10-17

AUGUST 28
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
Jeremiah 2:4-13
Psalm 81:1, 10-16
Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16
Luke 14:1, 7-14

Join the men of St. 
John’s for August griller 
The men of St. John’s will gather for a griller on 
Friday, August 19. During the griller, the group 
enjoys cooking out on the patio and gathering for 
fellowship. We invite you to bring something to 
throw on the grill, a side, or beverages. The griller 
begins at 6:30 p.m. Please contact Robert Finley if 
you have questions at rffinley325@sbcglobal.net. 

The “Knit” Night group meets the 1st and 3rd 
Thursdays each month. August 
meetings will be August 4 and 18, 6:30-830 pm in 
the Commons at St. John’s. The group is for anyone 
who enjoys needlework or other portable creative 
projects. Join us to work on your projects and enjoy 
fellowship with others, or even 
to learn something new. If you’d like to receive a 
reminder before meetings, or have any questions, 
contact Melody Palm through Realm or by phone, 
(309) 825-6963.

Knit Night in August

Holy-Spirited Yoga 
Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which 
you have from God, and that you are not your own? 1 Corinthians 6:19 (NRSV)

Yoga is the ability to direct the mind exclusively toward an object and sustain that 
direction without any distractions. Patanjali, Yoga Sutra 1.2 (Translation, T.K.V. Desikachar, The 

Heart of Yoga)

Instruction for beginners: gentle hatha yoga practice on mat & at wall, Thursdays 
10:30-11:45 am, Sundays 12-1:15 pm. Other times, other forms of yoga practice, 
by appointment. Skylit studio upstairs in parish hall, for small classes. Donations to 
parish Outreach requested. 

To register: Contact Susie Laird (RYT200), slaird@episcopalnorman.org. More 
information on Realm. 
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Full-Week VBS A Success! 
The St. John’s Vacation Bible School focused on parables in the Bible. Children learned through 
stories, songs, and crafts in the morning, followed by lunch and Holy Eucharist. Afternoons were 
filled with games, movies, swimming, and fellowship. Catherine Wilson and Emma Brown, aided by 
adult volunteers and members of the St. John’s youth group, worked hard to make this year’s VBS a 
success. Thank you to all who donated time for lunch detail and all who donated treasure to ensure 
this year’s VBS was a success! 

Last day water slide fun! Beating the heat at the OU 
Pool

Kiddos relax with popcorn and 
a movie

Kitchen volunteers kept campers 

fed and happy! Fr. Detrich celebrates Holy 

Eucharist at noon. 



Norman resident elected president of Episcopal Church House of Deputies
St. John’s member Julia Harris becomes first Latina to preside over national body

By James S. Tyree

NORMAN – A member of St. John’s Episcopal Church in Norman is the new House of Deputies 
president of the national Episcopal Church.

Julia Ayala Harris, 41, was elected to the position 
on July 9 during the 80th General Convention of 
the Episcopal Church, which took place in 
Baltimore, Md. Needing a majority of votes to win 
the presidency, she won on the third ballot of an 
election that had five candidates. Her term began 
when General Convention closed on July 11.

“I think there’s a little bit more of a spotlight on 
Norman,” Ayala Harris said of her election’s 
possible local impact. “If people think they see 
Presiding Bishop Michael Curry at Sprouts on 
Main Street, it probably is Presiding Bishop 
Michael Curry coming in for a visit.”
The national church holds a convention of its House of Bishops and House of Deputies once every 
three years. The House of Deputies is composed of more than 800 delegates who are priests, 
deacons and lay members. Ayala Harris is a lay member of St. John’s in Norman, as are her husband 
John Harris and their teen daughter Izzy.

The 2021 General Convention was postponed one year due to the COVID-19 pandemic, so Ayala 
Harris’s term will last only two years until 2024, when the General Convention will resume its normal 
triennial schedule. A president can be re-elected up to two times, so Ayala Harris could serve for up to 
eight years. 

The first Latina to preside over the House of Deputies, Ayala Harris said racial and social justice have 
and will continue to influence her ministry within and beyond the church.

“Things that I’ve been involved in at the denominational level of the Episcopal Church,” she said, “are 
connected to the experiences I’ve had here in Norman, Oklahoma, and our history of being a 
sundown town, and how we struggle with racial justice here in the city of Norman as well as our other 
struggles of inclusion, particularly with the LGBTQIA community.

“And (we live) in a flyover state that is not typically thought of when we think of mainline 
denominations,” she added. “We think of the coasts; we think of New York City or California 
something like that. So what does faith and Christian community look like in middle America? Those 
things absolutely inform who I am as a leader in the Episcopal Church.”

Between conventions, the president also “serves as vice chair of Executive Council and the Domestic 
and Foreign Missionary Society; appoints clergy and lay members to standing committees, 

Ayala Harris, center, poses for a photo with husband John 
and daughter Izzy. 
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commissions and other churchwide bodies; and serves as an ambassador and advocate for work that 
carries out the resolutions of General Convention,” according to the Episcopal Church’s Office of 
Public Affairs.

During the previous seven years, Ayala Harris chaired the Executive Council’s Joint Standing 
Committee for Mission. 

“I am delighted for Julia, and I wish her every blessing as the new president of the House of 
Deputies,” Presiding Bishop Curry stated upon her election. “I have admired her leadership on The 
Episcopal Church’s Executive Council, and I look forward to strong collaboration as we continue 
serving in the Episcopal branch of the Jesus Movement.”

Realizing Ayala Harris’ life will become even busier with new church duties in addition to being a 
doctoral student in leadership development at the University of Oklahoma, the family spent time 
together before embarking on the new adventure.

“We did a short family vacation together so we can reconnect and ground ourselves, and then it was 
important to all three of us that we come back to St. John’s for my first Sunday back so we can see 
everyone and be reminded of what normal is before things get too crazy,” she said. “We just 
reminded ourselves that we’re in this together and that we rely on each other and our faith community 
to get through everything.”

AUGUST 2022 :  5cont inued from page 4…

Beginning with the birth of Christianity, there has been a long and slow growth in the understanding 
of the Word of God. This is also true for the development of music in the Christian church. Jubal is 
only mentioned once in the Bible but has long been considered the father of Christian music. 
Another significant name in this development of Christian church music is Pope Gregory I, as he 
popularized the Gregorian chant during the masses of the Roman Catholic Church.

The most earth shattering change in Christian church music took place during the Protestant 
reformation. The dramatic transformation for the English people was due to the separation between 
the Church of England and the Roman Catholic Church during the reign of Henry VIII. The Anglican 
church transformed their church music away from Latin language as they embraced the common 
English. The Book of Common Prayer was developed in 1549 by Thomas Cranmer. This meant that 
worship was simplified, and it influenced the way congregations sang together, as more musical 
instruments were introduced into the hymns.

Today’s church music has evolved into a wide variety of different types of music. The mixing of 
various music from the Anglican Communion such as the Scottish Episcopal Church, Church of 
Wales, and the church of Ireland has incorporated different cultures into our shared church music 
experience. So Anglican music has had trials, tribulations, and a slow development; but with much 
prayer we can bring to our hearts this wonderful music from all the various parts of the world.
—submitted by Rob Phillips

A Brief History of Anglican Music
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                   Celebrating the New School Year
August 14th will be a very busy day for St. John’s! 

Join us for Blessing of the Backpacks during the 10:30 service. We invite all students 
and teachers to bring their backpacks or briefcases to church to receive a special 
blessing as we move into this next season. 

 As part of the Blessing of the Backpacks, we are hosting a School Supply Drive to 
benefit Adams Elementary School. You can bring donations to fill the bus beginning 
August 1. The supplies will be blessed as part of the service on August 14. You can find 
a list of suggested items here: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409094AA5A622A20-stjohns6

The afternoon transforms the playground into a church-wide carnival! Join us for Back 
to School Bash from 4-7pm. Bounce in the bounce house and slide down the water 
slide. Try your luck at our carnival games or enter your family to compete in the team 
races. Cool down with a Sno Cone and enjoy dinner with your church family! 

You can sign up to work a carnival game or bring a baked good for the cake walk here:

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409094AA5A622A20-stjohns5

Come and enjoy the last of summer and prepare for the start of the school year!

Farewell for Olivia Burke
St. John’s organist and choirmaster, Olivia Burke, is leaving her position at St. John’s 
to pursue new opportunities. Please join us on August 7th as we say thank you and 
honor her tenure at St. John’s. We will pray for Olivia and her family at the 10:30 
service and then have a reception to follow. If you would like to donate to for a gift for 
the Burke family, you can drop a check in the plate (please mark “Olivia” in the memo 
line) or donate online at www.episcopalnorman.org/OliviaGift. Please join us to wish 
her the best on her new adventures! 
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WELCOME HOME SUNDAY AUGUST 28
Welcome home, St. John’s family! As we gear up for fall activities and ministries, let us take a 
moment to gather, dine together, and catch up on our summer activities. This fall is the perfect time 
to reinvest in church life. On August 28, we will gather together to discuss opportunities to serve in 
lay ministry, and also enroll children in Sunday School. We are looking for help in the following 
ministries:

Readers for Prayers of the People, Lay Readers, and Chalicers—these folks pray our corporate 
prayers, read our Holy Scriptures, and assist with administering communion. 

Ushers hand out bulletins, greet parishioners and visitors, assist with communion as needed, pass 
the collection plates, and bring forth the elements for communion. 

Altar Guild members prepare the altar for Holy Eucharist. 

Hospitality folks make parties happen! They arrange for food, set up, clean up, and fun!

Home Eucharist visitors extend the walls of St. John’s by taking communion to our shut-in 
parishioners. 

Acolytes are children from 4th through 12th grades who assist in church services. They carry the 
crosses and torches and process into and out of the church, among other duties. 

Choir members make joyous music unto the Lord! 

Sunday School teachers care for and guide our children in their Christian education. 

More information will be provided on August 28! Watch for annoucements and further information, 
and prayerfully consider offering your time and talents to one or more of these ministries. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those members of St. 
John’s Church who attended my 100th  Birthday Anniversary 
celebration June 11th. 

I loved the flowers, cards, gifts, and each of the visits I had with you. 
Many thanks to St. John’s for the use of the Parish Hall, kitchen, and 
facilities but mostly my grateful thanks to my four children and their 
spouses: C. G. & Carolyn, Bill & Toni, Anthony & JoAnn, and 
Rosemary & Tom and other families for all the efforts to make it such 
a grand affair.

I love our St. John’s and all it has meant over the many years I have 
been a member.

A Note from Mary Allen
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Daughters of the King
St. John’s has a local chapter of the Order of the Daughters of the King. DoK is an order for women 
in which Daughters pledge themselves to a life-long program of prayer, service, and evangelism. 
The Martha chapter here at St. John’s meets the second Saturday of every month at 9:30 a.m. in the 
Commons for prayer and discussion of a spiritual topic. The Daughters pray the prayer list daily. 
They also serve the church in other ways: by delivering flowers to parishioners who are ill or cannot 
attend church, by setting up and serving simple funeral receptions for the families who have lost a 
loved one, and by hosting a yearly women’s retreat at the beginning of Lent. These women pray 
together, love and support each other, and further God’s kingdom by loving service to others. Are 
you interested in attending a meeting and finding out more about DoK? Please contact Merrie Beard 
at merrie@episcopalnorman.org. 

The Motto of The Order
For His Sake…
I am but one, but I am one.
I cannot do everything, but I can do something.
What I can do, I ought to do.
What I ought to do, by the grace of God I will do.
Lord, what will you have me do?

Sunday School Teachers Needed
Sunday school will start up again in September and we need 
volunteers to teach! 
*Godly Play is our class for pre-K – 2nd grade. This class uses 
manipulatives to tell stories from the bible. Children get a 
chance to retell the story through play and art. 
*This year 3rd-5th graders will explore familiar stories through 

making. Using Legos, Minecraft, written word, or artwork, kids will share what they see as the 
most important lessons in each story. Throughout the year they will learn about our traditions 
and symbols and how those are connected to the bible. 

*Our 6th – 8th graders will look at the bible through the lens of Harry Potter. This class will 
use the published curriculum “The Gospel According to Harry Potter” by Connie Neal.

*High school students are invited to prepare for confirmation in Confirm not Conform. This 
curriculum was developed by the staff at St. John’s Episcopal Church in Oakland, Ca. 

Please consider leading one of these Sunday School classes. Contact Catherine Wilson at 
cwilson@episcopalnorman.org for more information about volunteering. 

mailto:cwilson@episcopalnorman.org


GODLY LAUGHTER? 
THEOLOGICAL PLAY? SERIOUSLY! 
Mary Ellen Ashcroft, Dogspell: The Gospel According to 
Dog. (New York: Seabury Books/Church Publishing, 2008). Used, & new: 
e-book,hardcover, $4-12.
Lauren F. Winner, Wearing God: Clothing, Laughter, Fire, 
and Other Overlooked Ways of Meeting God. (New York: Harper 
One, 2015). Used, new, & collectible: e-book & hardcover, $2-70. 

Mary Ellen Ashcroft’s Dogspell and Lauren F. Winner’s Wearing God lift heavy 
spirits with creative thinking about God in the taken-for-granted Light of everyday 
lives. Episcopal priests, mothers, professors, and scholars, Ashcroft and Winner 
explore both biblical metaphors and their own experiences to grasp what it can mean 
to welcome “friendship with God.” 

At once comically and insightfully, Dogspell’s homey tales of Cluny, a black lab, and comparable human-
divine encounters address those who “expect less loving response, nurture, and welcome from God than... from 
dog.” Too many imagine “a God smaller, meaner, more petty than our dogs.” Ashcroft asks, “What if I believed 
that God loved, welcomed, longed to greet me as much as dog? A loving God. Of course, I believe it; I say the 
Nicene Creed Sunday by Sunday. But I confess that I don’t believe in a God who yearns to meet me as I long to 
be met.” Dogspell witnesses common difficult feelings about God through a “metaphor of God as dog.” 
Formerly fundamentalist, Ashcroft writes to those many who “have had their trust shattered” and believes that 
the commonly experienced “love of dog points to a God whose love is greater.” To appreciate Dogspell most 
fully, read it aloud with elders and children together, chapter by chapter, and talk about it, bringing everyone’s 
own dog-stories into easy God-talk. Ashcroft’s dog stories come alive with dog pictures, corny wit, and deep 
wisdom as pastoral invitations to practical theology for everybody, no matter their age or background, a light-
hearted, sociable way into thinking honestly together about heavy questions and feelings. 

Playfully exploratory, but serious, each of Wearing God’s essays opens with an epigraph and ends with a 
prayer. “Clothing” is only one essay; others elaborate divine metaphors of smell, bread and vine, laboring 
woman and midwife, laughter, and flame. Rooted in the Bible and classics of theological history, including 
Aelred of Rievaulx’s claim that “God is friendship,” Wearing God takes its title metaphor from Julian of 
Norwich’s testimony: “I saw that He is to us everything that is good and comfortable for us: He is our clothing 
that for love wrappeth us, claspeth us, and all encloseth us for tender love, that He may never leave us; being to 
us all-thing that is good.” Winner quotes epistles’ visions of compassion, kindness, humility, meeknesss, 
patience, and love as clothing, and asks, “If to change clothes can be to change one’s sense of self; if to change 
clothes is to change one’s way of being in the world; if to clothe yourself in a particular kind of garment is to let 
that garment shape you into its own shape—then what is it to put on Christ?” This clothing metaphor returns 
poignantly in Wearing God’s postscript, “A Note from the Women’s Prison,” with powerful language from 
Malachi 2 to condemn domestic violence. Spiritual friendship will likely grow strong among those who gather 
around Wearing God, one essay at a time, to reflect theologically upon their own lives. --Reviewed by Susan Laird 
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St. John’s at a Glance
Online Church Service Options 

Sunday Mornings: Live stream is here! The 
videos are available on the St. John’s 
website, http://episcopalnorman.org/
livestream.aspx. 

ADDRESS: 235 W. Duffy, Norman, OK 73069
MAILING ADDRESS: P.O. Box 2088 Norman, OK  73070

PHONE: (405) 321-3020

WEBSITE: www.episcopalnorman.org
EMAIL: staff@episcopalnorman.org

OFFICE HOURS: Mon, Tues, Thur 9am-4pm
Wed 9 am-6pm

Prayer Requests
Prayer requests may be submitted to the church by calling the office, sending an email to 
staff@episcopalnorman.org, or online at www.episcopalnorman.org/prayer-request.  Requests will be added 
to the Prayers of the People, unless you would like your request kept private.

Pastoral Care
The church is committed to the well-being of its members through caring relationships and kind actions. The 
Congregational Care committee has resumed home Eucharist for parishioners unable to attend church. The 
rector is also available for pastoral care via phone or email. If you or someone you know needs care from the 
Congregational Care committee, please contact the church office at 321-3020, or 
staff@episcopalnorman.org.

Online Giving
Many of you have recently taken advantage of the ease of making pledge payments online. If you are 
interested in doing so as well, go to episcopalnorman.org and click on the DONATE button in the upper left 
corner. There is a simple form to complete; be sure to also complete the memo with what the donation is for. 
You can use this to pay for altar flowers, make memorial donations, etc. We use a secure program facilitated 
by our bank. Questions? Contact the office at 321-3020. 

STAFF
The Congregation
Ministers of the church

The Rev. Dr. James Detrich
Rector: (405) 321-3020

The Rev. James Tyree
Deacon

Catherine Wilson
Christian Formation Director

Merrie Beard 
Parish Administrator

Dr. Olivia Burke
Organist/choirmaster

Emma Brown
Youth Minister

VESTRY

Holly Cole
SENIOR WARDEN

Pat Welch
JUNIOR WARDEN

Martha White 
Chuck Palm
Greg Taylor

Ulli Nollert
Owen Mills

Roshni Robert
Femi Somade

Alison Braly
Mike Abla
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235 W. Duffy, Norman
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MAILING ADDRESS
P.O. Box 2088
Norman, OK  73070

OFFICE HOURS
Mon, Tues, Thurs
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Wednesdays
9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Sundays-9 a.m. to noon

STAFF
The Congregation
Ministers of the church

The Rev. Dr. James 
Detrich
(405) 321-3020

The Rev. James Tyree
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Catherine Wilson
Christian Formation 
Director

Merrie Beard 
Parish Administrator

Dr. Olivia Burke
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Emma Brown
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COMING UP AT ST. JOHN’S
*Resurrection Memorial Service, August 3, 12:10 

p.m. 

*Knit Night, August 4 , 6:30 p.m

*Daughters of the King, August 13, 9:30 a.m.

*Theology & Mysticism Discussion Group, noon, in 

Commons, August 3, 10, 17, 24, 31

*Blessing of the Backpacks, August 14, at 10:30 

service

*Back to School Bash, August 14, 4-7 p.m.

*Food & Shelter Lunch, 9:30 a.m.

*Knit Night, August 18, 6:30 p.m.

*Men’s Griller, August 19, 6:30 p.m

*Welcome Home Sunday, August 28

Please join us for the Blessing of the Backpacks and 
the Back to School Bash August 14th! 

St John's sponsors a meal at Food and Shelter for Friends the third Tuesday 
of each even month from 9:30 to noon. Volunteers may come and go during 
this period; food prep is 9:30-11 and serving is from 11 to noon. Our next 
date is August 16. For more information, please contact the church office. 


